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Episode #6. Plural Nouns
Chris:

Last year, I went to the National Archives in Washington, D.C. to see one of the original copies
of the Declaration of Independence. I have to admit I almost cried.

Emily: The same thing happened to me at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, where the Declaration
was signed by 56 very brave men in 1776.
Chris:

Yeah, if the American Revolution had failed, the signers of the Declaration would have been
hunted down and executed for high treason.

Emily: Is that why John Dickinson, one of the delegates from Pennsylvania, did not sign the
Declaration?
Chris:

Actually, Emily, don’t judge a book by its cover. John Dickinson has been frequently portrayed
as one of the biggest cowards in American history, but he was indeed a patriot. He simply
made the point that the war with England might be hard to win for the 13 colonies. He warned
the delegates that they were daring to “brave the storm in a skiff made out of paper.”

Emily: Standing by your convictions in the face of massive disapproval from almost all men, women
, and children in the colonies is a very brave act indeed.
Chris:

What I don’t understand is why we celebrate our independence from Britain and the birth of
our nation on July 4th? Why don’t we celebrate on the day the Revolutionary War started with
the battle of Lexington, in the state of Massachusetts, in 1775, with the famous “shot heard
around the world”? We could have chosen to celebrate on July 2nd when 12 of the 13 colonies
voted in favor of the Declaration that Thomas Jefferson wrote.

Emily: Well, it was signed on the 4th.
Chris:

No, it wasn’t. The Declaration was actually signed almost a month later.

Emily: Ok, but the final text of the Declaration was approved by Congress on July 4th. Hence, this is
the day when all Americans take their wives, husbands and children outside to celebrate.
They have their BBQs in the great outdoors with their families, salute their flags and watch
fireworks at night.
Chris:

My neighbors hunt moose, deer and geese in Alaska every year on July 4th. That is just not
me. I typically have a party at my house and read the entire Declaration to all my guests. It’s
one of the best pieces of writing in American history, and in the world, in my opinion.

Emily: You know, actually, I don’t like the beginning of the Declaration. I think it should have started
with the second paragraph. “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Chris:

Those words were the true revolution. Granted, women and slaves were not included in what
was meant by these words, but they are revolutionary nonetheless.

Emily: Also noteworthy is that Thomas Jefferson took these most important words in the Declaration
almost verbatim from the Virginia Declaration of Rights, written mostly by George Mason.
That’s why he is one of my favorite founding fathers.
Chris:

Is that true?

Emily: Yes.
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Chris:

Also, I find it sort of eerie that founding fathers Jefferson and John Adams both died exactly 50
years after the date of their biggest achievement in life, on July 4th, 1826.

Emily: It is. In spite of this spooky coincidence, though, the Declaration of Independence, with its
Declaration of Rights became a beacon of light and freedom to all other countries and
people in the world and gave our nation something to strive for.
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