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Episode #2. To cost an arm and a leg
Joshua:

Holidays are just not what they used to be.

Emily:

What do you mean?

Joshua:

Oh Emily, I think you know exactly what I mean. On the outside, they may look similar, but
I’m afraid people’s priorities have caused some holidays to lose their meaning.

Emily:

Ah, I bet you’re going to discuss American consumerism.

Joshua:

Tell you what. Let’s play a game.

Emily:

Ok, let’s do it.

Joshua:

The name of the game is: Word association. For the first round, I want you to pretend that
you’re in the 1950’s. Think… the height of the American dream, like a Norman Rockwell
painting. Ready?

Emily:

Sounds simple enough.

Joshua:

First one: Christmas!

Emily:

A big family dinner, a beautiful Christmas tree, carolers.

Joshua:

Ok. Next one: Independence Day.

Emily:

Fireworks, concerts, barbeques.

Joshua:

Halloween?

Emily:

Kids in costumes, trick or treating, and candy. Lots of candy.

Joshua:

Ok now fast forward to today and let’s play again. Christmas.

Emily:

Shopping for gifts for the entire family, waiting in line overnight to get the latest gadget...

Joshua:

Halloween?

Emily:

Buying enough candy for the entire neighborhood, hunting for the perfect costume that no
one’s ever seen before, and...

Joshua:

Ha! You see? These days, the one thing that ties all holidays in the US together is that they
cost an arm and a leg. It used to be about family, celebrating a tradition... Now, it’s all
about spending.

Emily:

OK, I see your point. But Josh, you’re saying this as if you’d been alive in the 50s. Things
haven’t changed that much since you were a child, have they?

Joshua:

Oh, but they have. Take Halloween for example. When I was a kid, my mom and dad used to
make costumes for me.

Emily:

Ah, yes, I have such fond memories of homemade costumes. One year I was a ghost, another
year I was a pirate...

Joshua:

But now people expect you to dress in the latest, and trendiest outfits. And everything costs
an arm and a leg.

Emily:

Oh come on, people still make homemade costumes and they can be very creative!

Joshua:

Then how do you explain this? The Halloween industry - costumes, decorations, candy sales has higher profits every year. In 2016, for example, it topped $8 billion dollars!

Emily:

Wow, that’s a staggering figure. I had no idea people were spending that much on
Halloween!
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Joshua:

You should see the party I go to every year. It always feels like a competition for the best
costume. Last year, someone came dressed as Marie Antoinette, with her own guillotine!
There were also three people together in one costume: a headless horseman! Two people
were the horse, and one was the horseman! It was amazing and must have cost them an
arm and a leg.

Emily:

Ah, so you’re worried about what to wear this year?

Joshua:

Don’t get me wrong, I love Halloween, I just don’t want to go broke this year.

Emily:

Well you don’t have to! Just make it yourself! You can create something that’s clever,
impressive, unique, and won’t cost an arm and a leg!

Joshua:

Ha. Ha. Emily, I can’t just get an old white bed sheet, cut two holes in it for eyes, throw it
over my head, and call myself a ghost.

Emily:

Too cliché for you? Here’s something a little quirky, and just as cheap.

Joshua:

I’m listening...

Emily:

Years ago, I attached two clear plastic shower curtains, cut out some holes to breathe and
declared myself an amoeba! How’s that for being creative? I think I still have it, if you want to
borrow it!
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