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Episode #15. Superlatives
Joshua:

Jessica, don’t you miss the time when the United States was bipartisan, a leader in global
thinking and free trade, and the biggest enforcer of the liberal order in the world, instead of
promoting isolationism and “America first?”

Jessica:

Yeah, it’s a shame that isolationism and populism are on the rise and, unfortunately, it’s not
just in the United States. The “liberal order,” meaning countries that subscribe to a free,
democratic system, is under the most horrible pressure from the inside and out. The world
seems to have forgotten what made it prosperous and peaceful in the first place.

Joshua:

Exactly! And that prosperity for one nation means prosperity for all. Remember, for instance,
when President Truman helped save Berlin with the airlift?

Jessica:

The airlift by American and British forces to supply Berlin, is one of the most uplifting
stories I have ever heard. In 1948, Berlin was in the worst possible situation after the end of
WWII.

Joshua:

After the war Germany was divided into 4 parts. The sectors of the western allies formed
West Germany, and the Soviet sector became communist East Germany. Berlin, likewise,
was divided into West Berlin and East Berlin.

Jessica:

West Berlin’s biggest problem was that it was an island deep in the Russian sector, located
about 100 miles away from the rest of West Germany. It was essentially the most helpless
and most isolated outpost of the West, deep in the most hostile territory.

Joshua:

On June 24th,1948, the Soviet Union started the strictest blockade of West Berlin. All goods
were blocked from entering the city, no people were allowed to leave and the electricity for
West Berlin was cut off. It was the start of one of the first major crises of the Cold War.

Jessica:

To make a long story short, the intent was to starve out West Berlin. At the time of the
blockade, West Berlin had enough food for about 35 days and enough coal for about 45 days.
Its very survival as a free city was at stake!

Joshua:

President Truman decided to work with the British to supply Berlin by air, which most people
at the time thought could not be done. But once the airlift began, planes were landing at
Tempelhof Airport every three minutes.

Jessica:

Yes, they maintained the strictest possible time table. The Soviets were helpless to stop
these flights. Shooting one down would have been an act of war. Two million tons of food,
fuel and other supplies were flown into the city by the bravest pilots.

Joshua:

This changed our relationship with Berliners. We were no longer seen as occupiers of the
city. The inhabitants began to see us as friends. The airlift cost $224 million, which would be
billions today, but there is no question that the rescue of West Berlin was well worth the
cost.

Jessica:

There was another cost we must not forget: 101 pilots gave their lives. They were the first
victims of the Cold War, which would last decades. But nobody can argue that the fight for
the liberal order, against communism, didn’t pay off big time for the United States.

Joshua:

Yeah, if only people today looked more at history books, they might learn that “America
First” is definitely not the best way to go if we want to live in a stable world.
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