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Episode #13. World’s largest battery could ease power shortages in
Australia
The world’s largest lithium-ion battery was activated in South Australia last Thursday, and has begun
dispensing power to the state’s electricity network. The 100-megawatt battery, built by the company
Tesla, is expected to help prevent power shortages in the region and lower energy costs.
The battery was built in just two months, fulfilling Tesla founder Elon Musk’s promise to build it within
100 days. The battery is connected to a nearby wind farm, and will store power produced by the farm.
This will increase the supply of electricity during periods of high demand, which is expected to help
prevent blackouts like one that left the entire state without power last year.
The next several weeks -- the beginning of Australia’s summer -- will be critical for judging the battery’s
success. If it works well, it could help to inspire the launch of similar programs elsewhere in the world.
Already, Tesla is involved in similar projects in California, Hawaii, the United Kingdom, New Zealand, and
several Pacific islands.
Chris:

Jessica, this could be one of the greatest technological achievements of this century! If it
works, it could prove that renewable energy sources like wind can power even very large
areas.

Jessica:

IF it works, Chris. We’ll have to watch what happens this summer. Plus, the battery will
provide only a small fraction of the power that the state needs. Diesel-powered generators
will also be used to provide power when demand is especially high.

Chris:

But what’s important is that this is a start! If the combination of wind power and battery
storage is successful, it could prove that larger projects like this are worth trying in the
future.

Jessica:

I hope you’re right… but I’m skeptical. Australia’s national government hasn’t been
supportive of using renewable energy, even though South Australia’s government is. Did you
know that after last year’s blackout, the country’s energy minister said renewable energy
was to blame, because it’s “unreliable?”

Chris:

That’s ridiculous! Obviously, there has to be a system in place for wind power to work, since
it’s not windy all the time. Tesla’s battery does this, by storing the energy so it can be used
later.

Jessica:

I’m sure that this project will be watched very closely. If the battery doesn’t function
perfectly, the government might say that it’s proof that it isn’t a good solution.

Chris:

It doesn’t matter. Other countries are already working on similar projects. In South Korea, for
example, a battery 50 percent larger than Tesla’s will be activated next year! There’s no
choice but to continue with projects like this. And there’s no turning back.
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