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Episode #13. “The Silence Breakers” named Time’s Person of the Year
Time magazine has named “The Silence Breakers” -- the women who helped launch a global
conversation about sexual harassment and assault -- as its “Person of the Year” for 2017. The
announcement was made yesterday morning, with Editor in Chief Edward Felsenthal saying that the
#MeToo movement represented the “fastest moving social change we’ve seen in decades.”
Among the women honored by Time are actresses Rose McGowan and Ashley Judd, whose accusations
against film producer Harvey Weinstein helped ignite discussion of sexual misconduct in Hollywood. Also
named were Tarana Burke, creator of the #MeToo movement, and hospitality workers, politicians, and
journalists. Over the past two months, millions of men and women worldwide have shared their own
stories of harassment under hashtags including #BalanceTonPorc, #YoTambien, #QuellaVoltaChe, and
others.
Time defines its Person of the Year as the person or group who has most influenced the events of the
year, “for better or for worse.” U.S. president Donald Trump, who was named Person of the Year in 2016,
was runner-up this year; Chinese president Xi Jinping was second runner-up.
Chris:

This is a terrific choice, Jessica! These women have changed so much for so many people.
Since we talked about the ‘#MeToo’ movement a few weeks ago, it has only gotten stronger!

Jessica:

It’s great to see, Chris -- I’m so glad that the conversation that started two months ago has
only gotten louder. I’ll admit I was afraid that after a few weeks the discussion would die
down.

Chris:

Jessica, do you find it kind of -- well, ironic -- that the 2016 Person of the Year has been
accused by the 2017 Person of the Year?

Jessica:

You mean, accused by multiple women of sexual harassment and assault?

Chris:

Yes!

Jessica:

Well, it is ironic... But I’m not just talking about sexual misconduct, Chris. I’m also talking
about an imbalance of power between the sexes. If you look at the history of ‘Person of the
Year’ winners, you’ll see that women have been chosen very, very rarely. This implies that
women have had far less influence than men in shaping world events.

Chris:

That’s even more reason to celebrate this year’s choice -- though it shows how much more
work there is to be done. Still, I’m hopeful that this year marks a start toward true equality.
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