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Episode #13. President Trump formally recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital, reversing decades of diplomacy
In a dramatic shift in United States policy in the Middle East, President Donald Trump announced
yesterday that the U.S. formally recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, and that the U.S. embassy will
be relocated there from Tel Aviv. Analysts fear that the move could trigger violence and undermine
prospects for peace in the region.
Trump’s declaration defied warnings from allies in the Middle East and Europe that naming Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital could have dangerous consequences. Pope Francis also spoke out against the decision,
appealing yesterday morning for the “status quo” to be maintained. Trump’s announcement was driven
by political, rather than diplomatic considerations, as it fulfilled a campaign promise to evangelicals and
ardently pro-Israel American Jews.
U.S. officials said that Trump’s decision does not negate the possibility that Palestinians could claim part
of Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian state. They added that the process of moving the U.S.
embassy would take years.
Chris:

Jessica, there’s a very good reason why the Pope and other world leaders have spoken out
against this decision. It’s very dangerous -- and, I would add, completely irresponsible.
Anyway, why would the president do this?

Jessica:

It may seem irrational, Chris, but it’s actually not very surprising. Trump wants to be sure
his strongest supporters continue supporting him. He wants to be seen as someone who
keeps his campaign promises...

Chris:

...by putting the Middle East in turmoil? Not to mention putting the lives of Americans in the
region at risk?! How could this possibly improve his image, even among his supporters?

Jessica:

I suppose it’s a way to differentiate himself from past U.S. presidents who promised to
move the embassy to Jerusalem while they were campaigning, but then backtracked after
they were elected.

Chris:

OK, it’s all about keeping his campaign promises. Hmm… Even if it means that peace
between Israelis and Palestinians will probably be more difficult to achieve?

Jessica:

Probably... I feel that the U.S. is losing its leadership position as a trustworthy negotiator in
the Middle East… Well, now it’s up to other countries to take on that role.
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