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Episode #11. Italy fails to qualify for World Cup for first time in six
decades
The Italian national soccer team lost its chance to play in next year’s World Cup after tying Sweden 0-0
on November 13th, in a match that it needed to win. The result marks the first time since 1958 that the
team, which has won the World Cup four times, has failed to qualify.
After placing second out of six teams in its qualifier group, Italy needed to win a two-leg playoff against
Sweden to secure a spot in next year’s tournament in Russia. Yet the team lost 1-0 against the Swedes
on November 10th before tying them three days later, allowing Sweden to advance. Many Italian soccer
fans and sports commentators consider the result a national tragedy, and blamed missteps by coach
Gian Piero Ventura. Others, meanwhile, say the players were the weakest group that had ever competed
for Italy in a tournament.
The morning after the tie, a headline in Italy’s leading sports newspaper read: “This is the apocalypse.”
The former chair of Italy’s soccer federation, Franco Carraro, said the result could cost Italy around $1.2
billion between missed advertising sales, television rights, merchandising sales, and visits to restaurants
and bars during the tournament.
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Chris:

What a huge disappointment for Italy! Congratulations to Sweden – but it will be very
strange to not see Italy on the field in Russia next year.

Jessica:

Apparently, that wasn’t the only surprise in the qualifying matches. Holland didn’t qualify
either, and they’ve been in the finals a few times, haven’t they?

Chris:

Yes, three times. Most recently in 2010. And Chile – who won the last two Copa Americas –
didn’t qualify, either.

Jessica:

Nor did the U.S. team, right?

Chris:

Right… but unfortunately, that wasn’t as much of a surprise.

Jessica:

Hmm. Back to Italy… It was surprising, and pretty disturbing, to read some of the reactions
after they didn’t qualify.

Chris:

Like what?

Jessica:

Well, for example, the head of an anti-immigrant party, the Northern League, said on
Twitter that there are too many foreigners on the field. He said there should be more space
for Italians!

Chris:

That’s extremely disappointing, but not surprising that a politician would use this result to
make a case for his agenda. The truth is, immigrants have made many soccer teams better.

Jessica:

Just about every team has problems at some point. This result should motivate the Italians
to improve for the 2022 World Cup. So maybe this is good for them in a way…

Chris:

The main issue for Italy now is that they need to invest more in training young players,
since many of their players are older and will be retiring soon. That’s what Germany did
starting in the early 2000s, and it has paid off.

Jessica:

Yes, they won the last World Cup, right? But changing a system and preparing young
players takes a long time. It might not help so much for 2022...

Chris:

Well, it needs to start sometime…
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