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Episode #11. Amsterdam, Paris to host key E.U. agencies following
Brexit
Ministers from 27 European countries met on Monday to choose new host cities for two key E.U.
regulatory agencies currently based in London. The European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the European
Banking Authority (EBA) will relocate to Amsterdam and Paris, respectively, because of Britain’s
departure from the E.U. in 2019.
The loss of the prestigious agencies has both a symbolic and economic impact for Britain. The EMA,
which evaluates medicines and authorizes their sale across the EU, employs 900 people and attracts
some 36,000 scientists and regulators each year, bringing business to hotels and restaurants. The EBA,
which sets banking rules and regulations for the bloc, employs 170 people.
Competition for the two agencies was intense, with 19 cities vying to host the EMA, and eight competing
for the EBA. The ministers selected the new host cities by secret ballot. Amsterdam tied Milan to host the
EMA, while Paris tied Dublin to host the EBA. The winning cities were then determined by drawing names
from a bowl.
Chris:

What were the factors that the ministers were supposed to consider?

Jessica:

First of all, the winning cities need to have facilities completely ready by the time Britain
leaves the E.U. Second, they should be easy to get to – for example, there should be direct
flights from other European cities.

Chris:

What about the current employees?

Jessica:

What do you mean?

Chris:

Are they just going to quit? Or are they expected to move to Amsterdam and Paris?

Jessica:

That’s an interesting question... A survey of the EMA’s staff was done in September, and it
asked the employees how willing they would be to move to each of the 19 cities that was
competing to host the agency.

Chris:

And?

Jessica:

For the most unpopular city, 94 percent of the staff said they would quit rather than move.
Even for the most popular city, 19 percent said they would quit. We don’t know which cities
they were – they weren’t disclosed.

Chris:

I see… There’s another problem with this. I suspect that the move may slow down the
process of approving medicines.

Jessica:

In the short term...

Chris:

Hmm… but I guess it’s an inevitable part of the long and difficult process that is Brexit.
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