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Episode #11. President Trump reverses decision to allow imports of
elephant “trophies”
Late last Friday, United States president Donald Trump halted his administration’s decision – announced
just two days earlier – to allow elephants shot recreationally in Zimbabwe and Zambia to be imported
back to the U.S. Trump made the announcement on Twitter, saying he would postpone the decision until
“all conservation facts” were reviewed further.
Last Wednesday, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced that it was reversing the ban on so-called
elephant “trophies” that had been implemented in 2014 under former President Barack Obama. The
agency said that reversing the ban could help conservation efforts “by providing incentives to local
communities to conserve the species and by putting much-needed revenue back into conservation.”
Some expressed doubts that Zimbabwe was properly managing its conservation programs, especially
given the current political turmoil.
Chris:

Wow! It’s a very good decision to leave the ban on trophies in place!

Jessica:

Chris, have you asked yourself why the ban was reversed in the first place?

Chris:

Mmm… I don’t know…. Maybe President Trump didn’t follow the advice my mama gave me?

Jessica:

Which is?

Chris:

Think before you act!

Jessica:

He probably did not get this message from his mama...

Chris:

But seriously, maybe because Trump’s sons are big-game hunters? Remember the photos
showing them with dead animals a few years ago?

Jessica:

I do...

Chris:

Some people believe that hunting CAN be part of a conservation program.

Jessica:

Tourism can bring in far more money. Look, I would go on a safari trip to see wild animals....
but I would not go there if I knew that in that country, elephants, rhinos, lions, and other
animals were being hunted for trophies. So please don’t tell me that this animal killing is a
good way to fund conservation programs!

Chris:

But you know that groups who support big-game hunting say that it contributes hundreds of
millions of dollars to countries in southern and eastern Africa, right? However, groups that
oppose it say the numbers are actually much lower…

Jessica:

Forget about the money! Hunting animals as a way to protect them is a ridiculous idea.
Africa’s elephant population has decreased dramatically over the past several years.
Encouraging hunting will only make the problem worse.
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