newsinslowenglish.com - November 16, 2017

Episode #10. Poles encouraged to “breed like rabbits” in new video
campaign
Poland’s government is suggesting a solution for the country’s shrinking population. Two new videos
produced by the country’s Ministry of Health praise rabbits for producing many offspring -- and urge
young citizens to follow the rabbits’ example.
The videos are the latest step that the conservative government has taken to try to boost the country’s
birth rate since it took power in late 2015. It also pays 500 złoty ($137.50) per child per month to
families with more than one child. According to Eurostat, the European Union’s statistical office, Poland’s
population -- currently around 38 million -- will decrease by almost 6 percent by 2040, and by 24 percent
by 2080.
In the new videos, rabbits eat lettuce and carrots while a narrator reveals the animals’ secrets to having
large families: exercise, a healthy diet, little stress, and avoidance of alcohol. Viewers are advised to
follow this example if they want to become parents. The Polish government is said to have invested
almost 3 million złoty ($833,947) into the campaign.
Chris:

Who thought this was a good idea?

Jessica:

You mean… suggesting that people breed like rabbits?

Chris:

Yes. It’s completely offensive and in bad taste.

Jessica:

I don’t think the government meant it to be offensive, Chris. They’ve said that they thought
it would be a fun way to discuss the issue, which will become a serious problem unless
things change. The government also said it was seeking to raise public awareness of the
issue in a way that “did not offend anyone and was not vulgar.”

Chris:

Hmm. If the government was really concerned about a shrinking population, maybe it could
have found better ways to try to fix the problem.

Jessica:

Like...?

Chris:

Well, the government recently cut funding for in vitro fertilization (IVF). Critics of the videos
have said that all the money the government spent on them could have been spent on IVF
instead.

Jessica:

How ironic! People who want to have children, but can’t, might now have even more
difficulty having them…
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