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Episode #10. Australians vote to legalize same-sex marriage
The results of an Australian national poll released yesterday show widespread support for legalizing gay
marriage in the country. According to the results, published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 61
percent voted to allow same-sex marriage, while 38 percent voted against.
Following the results, a bill to change Australia’s current marriage law was introduced in the senate late
yesterday. The bill will now be debated for amendments. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said his
government aims to pass legislation to allow same-sex marriage by Christmas, adding that Australians
had “voted yes for fairness, yes for commitment, yes for love, and now it is up to us… to get on with the
job the Australian people have tasked us to do.”
The results follow a long campaign by activists for marriage equality, which is already law in most
English-speaking countries. The marriage bill is expected to pass in parliament, though it includes
religious protections for those who conduct marriages, but do not want to officiate same-sex ceremonies.
Chris:

61%! That’s a sign of very strong support! For years, the majority of Australians have
wanted to legalize same-sex marriage. It’s about time the law has caught up!

Jessica:

It is about time. Almost 80 percent of the population took part in the survey, and in every
state and territory, the majority of people voted "yes."

Chris:

So… it’s almost certain to become law, right? With so many people supporting marriage
equality, any politician that opposes legalizing it would certainly risk losing support.

Jessica:

Maybe. But it seems that even politicians who oppose same-sex marriage aren’t trying to
stop it from becoming law. Instead, they’re trying to include certain exemptions in the law...

Chris:

Like what?

Jessica:

Some conservative politicians want to allow business owners that oppose same-sex
marriage to refuse goods and services for weddings. At least one politician even proposed
letting parents take their kids out of classes if any of the material ‘promoted’ same-sex
marriage.

Chris:

Hmm. Well, the good news is that Malcolm Turnbull and the majority of Australian politicians
support changing the law. Once it’s changed, it will be harder to go back. And this could also
lead to other countries where same-sex marriage is illegal to take the same step.
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