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Episode #10. European ministers sign joint defense pact
23 European Union countries signed an agreement on Monday to boost defense spending, jointly
purchase and develop military equipment, and coordinate military missions. The initiative, known as
Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO), is being hailed by supporters as the most significant step in
European defense policy in decades.
The signing of the pact was motivated in part by United States President Donald Trump’s uncertain
support for the NATO alliance and repeated calls for Europe to do more for its own security. Britain’s
impending exit from the EU made it easier for the pact to be approved; Britain has opposed similar
proposals in the past, saying that they would duplicate NATO. A primary goal of the PESCO agreement is
to make European defense spending more efficient by coordinating arms purchases and eliminating
duplicate purchases by individual countries.
Ireland, Denmark, Portugal, Malta, and Britain are the only five EU nations not to sign the pact, which
could be formally launched next month. EU Commission chief spokesman Margaritis Schinas referenced
the moon landings in describing the pact’s significance, calling it a “small step for Brussels, a giant leap
for Europe.”
Chris:

This pact makes a lot of sense, Jessica. But… What does it mean for NATO?

Jessica:

That’s a good question, Chris -- it isn’t clear right now. Some analysts say that PESCO could
undermine NATO, especially if their plans or priorities clash with each other. But many in
Europe see this new pact as necessary, since it no longer sees the U.S. as a dependable ally.

Chris:

So, ironically, Trump saying over and over that Europe needs to do more to defend itself
might have actually had that effect!

Jessica:

Yes, it does seem that way. But Trump’s ambivalence toward NATO is just one factor.
Russia’s invasion of Crimea and its threat to the Baltics -- and the increase in terrorist
attacks in Europe the past few years -- have convinced European leaders that they need to
take control of their defense.

Chris:

This must be great news for Putin, no?

Jessica:

What do you mean?

Chris:

If he sees this European pact as making NATO weaker, it could encourage him to be even
more aggressive.

Jessica:

Mmm… maybe. But if Europe makes a coordinated effort to strengthen its defenses and
protect its borders, the effect could be just the opposite. Plus, if Russia were to threaten
other countries and try to expand its power, our military would intervene ... hmm, I hope our
military would intervene.
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