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Episode #9. Houston Astros win World Series
The Houston Astros beat the Los Angeles Dodgers in the seventh and final game of the Major League
Baseball World Series last Wednesday night. With the 5-1 victory, the Astros earned their first
championship and thrilled a city still recovering from Hurricane Harvey in August.
This year’s World Series is widely considered to be one of the most entertaining in history. It was also
one of the most evenly matched: For the first time since 1970, both teams had won at least 100 games
during the regular season: Los Angeles won 104, while Houston won 101. The two teams set the record
for most home runs in a single World Series, with a total of 24.
Astros outfielder George Springer was unanimously voted the Series Most Valuable Player. Springer had
five home runs during the Series, tying a record set by Reggie Jackson in 2007 and Chase Utley in 2009.
After receiving the Most Valuable Player award, Springer acknowledged the Astros’ fans. “I'm so happy
for all of our fans, who have endured a lot,” he said.
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Chris:

What an amazing World Series! Jessica, did you watch any of the games?

Jessica:

I think I watched a total of 15 minutes of the entire Series. I’m just not very much of a
baseball fan.

Chris:

You missed lot! This was probably the best World Series I’ve ever watched! It was
impossible to predict who would win -- in one game, the Dodgers would look like the better
team; the next game, it would be the complete opposite!

Jessica:

Who were you rooting for?

Chris:

The Astros! And not only because the team is from Houston, the city that was devastated by
Hurricane Harvey this August. The team has overcome so much in the past few years.

Jessica:

Like what?

Chris:

Just a few years ago, they had the worst record of all the teams. No one would watch them
play -- they were that bad!

Jessica:

Really?

Chris:

Really. But, all that losing had an upside…

Jessica:

Such as… no pressure to win?

Chris:

Not quite -- but I like the humor! Because they had such a bad record, they also had the
best draft picks of all the teams. The Astros’ owners used those picks to assemble a team
that was good at every aspect of baseball -- batting, pitching, fielding...

Jessica:

All those good players must have cost a fortune, no? Don’t the best teams also have the
most money?

Chris:

That’s what’s special about the Astros! They are not nearly the wealthiest team. Out of the
30 Major League teams, they rank 17th in terms of how much their players are paid.

Jessica:

Interesting!

Chris:

Do you know which team spends the most money?

Jessica:

Hmm…. the Dodgers?

Chris:

You guessed right!
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