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Episode #9. Crowds worldwide rush to buy latest iPhone
Apple’s highly anticipated iPhone X went on sale last Friday, drawing thousands to Apple Stores around
the world. By Sunday, the phone was sold out in 20 U.S. cities, including New York, Boston, Chicago, and
Los Angeles.
The iPhone X -- named to mark the smartphone’s 10th anniversary -- includes a number of new features.
Among the most notable are facial recognition, which allows users to unlock the device simply by looking
at it, and animated emoji, which users can customize based on their facial expressions. The phone also
features a sharper, more vibrant display and more advanced cameras than previous versions, as well as
the ability to charge wirelessly.
Prices for the new device are steep, starting at $999, and increasing to $1,149 for models with more
storage. The phone sold out in less than 10 minutes when it became available for pre-order on October
27th.
Chris:

I cannot WAIT to get this new phone, Jessica! It sounds absolutely amazing!

Jessica:

Hmm. It does sound great… if you like phones. Do you really think it’s worth spending that
much money?

Chris:

Absolutely! Think about it -- these days, a good phone is like a computer. You would pay
that much for a computer, right? Especially because you take it wherever you go.

Jessica:

I guess. But that still seems like too much money, especially when you can get a phone
that’s almost just as advanced for a lot less.

Chris:

Ah… you’re missing the point! Imagine how incredible it would be to unlock your phone just
by looking at it!

Jessica:

Uh… sure?

Chris:

Or to have such a great display for watching movies or videos, or to take photos that are
better than you could take with most cameras.

Jessica:

I get it! I think we just have different priorities.

Chris:

Well, that’s obvious.

Jessica:

Look, I’m trying to use my phone less, Chris, not more. Do you really think it’s a good idea to
be so attached to a phone all the time? Look around: People are completely addicted to
their phones. Sometimes, it seems as though they’ve forgotten how to interact with other
people.

Chris:

Sure, that’s true for some people. But, not the majority. For plenty of people, including me,
having a good smartphone enhances life -- it doesn’t detract from it.
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