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Episode #9. Silvio Berlusconi begins political comeback
After the victory of center-right candidate Nello Musumeci in a regional election in Sicily last Sunday,
former prime minister Silvio Berlusconi appears well-positioned to return to Italian politics. Musumeci
represents a coalition of parties that Berlusconi put together – and his win may be a sign that Berlusconi
might run for office again before national elections next spring.
Musumeci captured 39.9 percent of the vote on Sunday, more than 5 percentage points ahead of secondplace candidate Giancarlo Cancelleri of the anti-establishment Five Star Movement (5SM). The center-left
party placed a distant third. High unemployment and immigration, key issues in the Sicilian race, are
expected to be important factors in next year’s national election.
81-year-old Berlusconi, who has served as prime minister four times, is barred from running for office
because of a 2013 conviction for tax fraud. However, he hopes that the European Court of Human Rights
will overturn this ban when they review the case later this year. Even if he cannot run, he will likely be
an influential figure if the center-right wins the national race.
Chris:

Silvio Berlusconi is back! There truly are no surprises in politics, are there? He’s reinvented
himself several times in the past few years, hasn’t he?

Jessica:

Are you referring to the ads that showed him cuddling lambs earlier this year?

Chris:

Yep, there was that. Wasn’t that part of a pro-vegetarian campaign? And didn’t he volunteer
at a nursing home for dementia patients?

Jessica:

I think that was part of his community service after he was convicted of tax fraud. Maybe the
volunteering and the lamb-cuddling were an attempt to improve his image.

Chris:

It’s too bad that what his center-right coalition stands for doesn’t really match that image.

Jessica:

You’re right, it doesn’t. His coalition includes right-wing parties that ran anti-immigration
campaigns. It’s clear that they’re using the issue of immigration and national borders for
political gain.

Chris:

That’s nothing new, is it? Look at what’s happening in other countries across Europe. We
talked about this a few weeks ago, after the elections in the Czech Republic. The political
climate in Europe has definitely shifted...

Jessica:

It will be interesting to see how things evolve in Italy. Right now, it seems that there’s a lot
of uncertainty on the road ahead.

Chris:

What do you mean?

Jessica:

Last month, the Italian Parliament passed a law that makes it easier for coalitions to win
elections, but makes it harder for them to build consensus. This law could ultimately make it
more difficult for the government to pass meaningful legislation. And that, in turn, could
create even more uncertainty for Europe.
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