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Episode #9. A Cock and bull story

Chris: It’s time to play guess that character!
Jessica: Alright, what’s the category? History, culture, cinema…?
Chris: Hmm… All of the above!
Jessica: What? How is that possible?
Chris: I swear that everything I’m about to tell you about this person is true.
Jessica: Sounds like one of your cock and bull stories…
Chris: OK, first clue: Many people have claimed to be him long after his death… 
Jessica: Jesus Christ!
Chris: Oh, please!
Jessica: Well, some people suffering from psychotic illnesses like schizophrenia claim to be people 

who died long ago like Jesus, or Moses, or Elvis… Is it Elvis?
Chris: Nope. Next clue: A photo of him was sold a few years ago for $2.3 million.
Jessica: Mmm..
Chris: He was a celebrity in his own time, but his fame grew after his death thanks to novels, TV 

and films.
Jessica: Films?
Chris: Yes, he’s been the subject of more than 50 movies! Actors who have played him include Roy 

Rogers, Paul Newman, Val Kilmer and Emilio Estevez.
Jessica: Billy the Kid!
Chris: You got it! It was naming the actors, wasn’t it?
Jessica: Yes, that’s what gave it away. But Chris, do you really want to say that Billy the Kid was a 

celebrity? Wasn’t he on the “Most Wanted List?” Didn’t he kill many people? He wasn’t 
famous… he was infamous!

Chris: Hey, I never said he was a good guy! But, yes, his reputation gave him celebrity status. He 
is, without a doubt, one of the most remembered gunslingers of the Old West!

Jessica: I’ve heard stories about Billy the Kid’s legendary gun fights and his impossible escapes from 
jail. But you have to admit that most of those stories about the Wild West are cock and bull
.

Chris: Sure, and we have a whole film genre about it: the Western! Heroic outlaws wandering the 
prairies and dusty towns of the western territories and getting into gunfights. Most of them 
are, of course, cock and bull stories, but they are so much fun to watch!

Jessica: See, that’s my point! “Fun to watch.” It’s fun to watch an actor playing Billy the Kid showing 
off his skills with a revolver in a duel...

Chris: The hot noon sun in the sky. Close-ups of the two men facing each other down. Sweat rolling 
down their faces. Their eyes twitch, and then...

Jessica: …They both shoot! And there’s a dramatic musical score, and the winner rides off into the 
sunset… Stories like these blend with the facts, and reshape the image of a historical figure. 
A man who was also a gang member, a gambler, an outlaw, and a murderer.
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