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Episode #15. Net neutrality rules repealed in the U.S.
Last Thursday, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the agency that regulates
telecommunications in the United States, voted to repeal rules that ensure a fair and open internet. The
reversal of these “net neutrality” regulations will make it possible for internet service providers to speed
up service for certain websites, and block or slow down access to others.
The vote reverses a decision made in 2015 during the Obama administration to strengthen oversight of
internet service companies. Net neutrality supporters say that this oversight is critical at a time when
more Americans depend on the internet. But net neutrality opponents -- including internet service
providers and FCC chairman Ajit Pai -- say that net neutrality discourages competition and innovation.
Following Thursday’s decision, internet service providers may be able to prioritize access to certain
websites -- including ones that they own -- while making it harder for customers to use other ones.
Critics of the decision also say that service providers could charge popular web services, like Netflix and
Google, more to reach consumers, and that the costs could be passed onto consumers.
Joshua:

This was an absolutely terrible decision, Jessica! It completely goes against the purpose of
the internet: to allow everyone equal access to information.

Jessica:

I’m not sure that we should worry too much just yet. The biggest internet service
companies, like AT&T and Comcast, have promised that customers won’t see changes in
their service. If they try to block certain websites or slow them down, it could be bad
publicity.

Joshua:

Do you really think these companies will regulate themselves, Jessica? How long will these
companies be able to resist taking advantage of the new law? When it comes to making
money, I seriously doubt that these companies will turn the opportunity down.

Jessica:

Maybe you’re right. But things could change again.

Joshua:

Again?

Jessica:

Remember, the net neutrality rules were set just a couple of years ago. It’s possible that the
rules could change again before too long.

Joshua:

I wouldn’t count on it.

Jessica:

The FCC’s decision has motivated people to fight. Some states plan to file lawsuits against
the FCC. And, of course, companies that could be hurt by this decision -- like Google,
Facebook, and Netflix -- are trying to get the decision reversed.
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