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Episode #15. To get out of hand
Joshua:

Our obsession with pets has gotten out of hand!

Jessica:

“Our?”

Joshua:

Yes, our, as in the American obsession with pets! Worldwide, the US ranks #1 for both dog
and cat ownership. There are over 70,000,000 pet dogs and I am sure the number of pet cats
is even bigger! We spend about $65 billion on our “furry friends” each year.

Jessica:

It doesn't really surprise me – we love our pets!

Joshua:

You’re not surprised? OK, what about these statistics? 27% of pet owners have had a
professional photograph taken of their furry friends; 36% buy their dog birthday presents;
50% admit they talk to their pets. The pet products industry has even come up with a term
for that: the humanization of pets.

Jessica:

Still not surprised! Just look at social media these days! I’m sure it’s playing a big role in the
humanization of pets. There’s no better way to show off your matching manicures and
designer outfits. I read somewhere that dog owners post a picture or talk about their canine
companions six times per week. In 2016, one in six pet owners had created a social media
account – Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube – specifically for their pet.

Joshua:

Technology is certainly driving this trend!

Jessica:

So what other shocking discoveries led you to say that things have gotten out of hand
when it comes to pets?

Joshua:

There are so many! According to a 2014 study by Wakefield Research, 76% of young
Americans say that they would rather spend money on their pets than on themselves. 44% of
them would buy expensive, gourmet treats. 38% would buy a custom bed that costs an arm
and a leg!

Jessica:

A custom-made bed?

Joshua:

Yep! By comparison, only 50% of Baby Boomers – people born between 1946 and 1964 – said
they would spend more on their pets than themselves.

Jessica:

So pet ownership and spending in the US is growing, especially among younger people?

Joshua:

Three-fourths of Americans in their 30s have dogs, while 51% have cats. Compare that to the
overall US population, where 50% own dogs, and 35% own cats. The numbers don’t lie!

Jessica:

OK, enough numbers. You’ve convinced me – things are getting out of hand. Now tell me,
how do you explain this phenomenon?

Joshua:

Well, first, retired people are living longer, healthier lives, which makes them more likely to
get a pet.

Jessica:

That’s true!

Joshua:

Second, and most important, are young people. Millennials are half as likely to get married or
live with a partner than Americans were 50 years ago. They are also delaying parenthood
and demanding flexible work arrangements, which means they often work from home. All of
these factors lead to higher rates of pet ownership.

Jessica:

So, your point is that younger Americans are getting more pets because...?

Joshua:

Love!
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Jessica:

A-ha!

Joshua:

Do you know how the dictionary defines “pet?”

Jessica:

Let me look that up... Pet: a domestic or tamed animal kept for companionship or pleasure.

Joshua:

“Companionship or pleasure!” If you ask the most obsessive pet owners why they are so
attached to their animals, I bet you many of them will say their pet gives them more love
than any person could. More than a spouse, a sibling, or even parents.

Jessica:

Now that’s getting out of hand!

Joshua:

Well, it is true that a dog will love you just the way you are.

Jessica:

Hmm… So in the era of online dating, Millennials are buying pets because they want true,
unconditional love?

Joshua:

Yes! After all, “all you need is love! Love is all you need!”
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