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Episode #14. France to ban mobile phones in schools
The French government announced on Sunday that it will ban mobile phone use in schools for students
ages 15 and younger. The ban, which president Emmanuel Macron proposed during his campaign earlier
this year, will take effect next September.
Under the new rule, children will be allowed to bring their phones to school, but will not be able to use
them at any time until they leave, even during breaks. Though the use of mobile phones is already
forbidden in classrooms, some teachers say that students use them anyway. French Education Minister
Jean-Michel Blanquer called the matter a public health issue, saying that “children don’t play at break
time anymore. They are just all in front of their smartphones, and from an educational point of view,
that’s a problem.”
The number of French teenagers carrying cell phones has risen sharply in recent years. According to the
French newspaper Le Monde, more than 8 in 10 carried smartphones in 2015, compared with 2 in 10 in
2011. Many students begin carrying phones at age 9, when they start going to school alone.
Chris:

Jessica, I don’t understand how this ban could possibly work. What if parents need to get in
touch with their kids?

Jessica:

They could call the school.

Chris:

But how will this ban work? Where will students keep their phones while they’re at school?
And what if...

Jessica:

You’ve made your point -- there are things that need to be figured out. But that doesn’t
mean schools shouldn’t try. There’s research from England that shows that test scores
improved in four cities after mobile phones were banned in schools. Also, low-achieving and
low-income kids showed the biggest improvement.

Chris:

OK, let me respond to that with another example. In 2006, New York City tried banning
phones in schools -- but they reversed the ban because it didn’t work. It wasn’t enforced
consistently at different schools, and of course, parents complained...

Jessica:

That ban was implemented more than 10 years ago. Things were probably different then.

Chris:

Exactly!

Jessica:

Today, practically all kids have smartphones. They use them to check Facebook during class,
or even to find the answers to questions on tests. It’s not unreasonable to try to stop this.

Chris:

But a ban isn’t the answer. It would be better to teach kids how to use their phones
responsibly. I realize that’s not easy -- but when something is forbidden, there is almost
always a backlash.
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