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Episode #13. Montréal’s “ugly” Christmas tree becomes a tradition
When Montréal tried to boast that it had North America’s largest Christmas tree last year, their plan 
failed. The tree the city got wasn’t the tallest -- but in many people’s opinion, it was the ugliest. This 
year, the city has decided to embrace the tradition, not only erecting a new “ugly” Christmas tree, but 
also setting up an entire village around it. 

The “Village du Vilain Sapin” (“Village of the Ugly Tree”), open until Christmas Eve, celebrates 
imperfections. In the center of the village is this year’s tree -- shorter than last year’s, but with a curling 
top. There is a selfie stick near the tree so that visitors can take photos with it. There are also baskets of 
“ugly” fruit and vegetables for sale, along with juices made from them. 

The co-founder of the village said that the concept is suitable to Montréal. “Montréal is a peaceful, 
tolerant, and open-to-minorities city, so it sure feels right to introduce a new tradition like this one,” said 
Philippe Pelletier. “Montréal is perfectly imperfect, and so is our Christmas tree.”

Chris: Have you seen the movie �T�h�e� �N�i�g�h�t�m�a�r�e� �B�e�f�o�r�e� �C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a�s, Jessica?
Jessica: Yes. A lot of people say the tree in Montréal looks just like the one in that film.
Chris: It does -- and it isn’t ugly at all! It has character. Who wants all Christmas trees to look 

exactly the same?
Jessica: Did you know that this isn’t the first time that a city has gained attention for having an 

‘ugly’ Christmas tree?
Chris: It isn’t?
Jessica: No. Three years ago, in one town in the United States, residents complained that the 

Christmas tree there was ugly, and sparse. People called the city asking for it to be taken 
down.

Chris: What happened?
Jessica: Well, at the last minute, the mayor decided to save it. I guess he saw a marketing 

opportunity -- he thought people would come from nearby states to see what all the fuss 
was about.

Chris: Of course! Jessica, I have a trivia question for you, too.
Jessica: What’s that?
Chris: Do you know which city has the world’s tallest Christmas tree?
Jessica: Umm… New York, in Rockefeller Center?
Chris: No! Colombo, Sri Lanka. At least it did last year. The tree was 238 feet tall, and had around 

1 million pine cones and 600,000 LED lights. ...but it was artificial.
Jessica: Hmm. I thought that most Sri Lankans were Buddhist.
Chris: That’s the beauty of the story, Jessica! Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians worked together 

to put the tree up. They saw it as a source of pride. People said that tree was ugly, too… 
but it had special significance.
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