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Episode #12. Man plans to launch himself in homemade rocket to prove
that the Earth is flat
A California man hopes to catapult himself above the earth in a rocket he constructed from scrap metal,
the first step in an ambitious program to prove that the planet is flat.
Mike Hughes, 61, a limousine driver from Apple Valley, California, eventually hopes to fly several miles
above the Earth and photograph it. He says his photos will prove that the Earth is not round, but in fact,
a flat disc. Hughes had planned to launch his steam-powered rocket last Saturday, but had to postpone it
because he did not secure the required permits. He hopes to carry out the launch this week.
Hughes built his first rocket in 2014, and managed to fly it a quarter of a mile over the desert before it
crashed. To raise funds for his latest rocket, he appealed to an online flat-Earth community for help,
saying he shared their beliefs. In an interview with the Associated Press, he said: "I don't believe in
science. I know about aerodynamics and fluid dynamics and how things move through the air ... but
that's not science, that's just a formula.”
On Friday, Hughes announced that he has had to postpone his planned launch for the time being.
Hughes said he was unable to obtain the required permits to launch on public land, but now plans for it
to take place sometime in the next few days on private property.
Chris:

Groundbreaking project! Good luck to you, Mr. Hughes!

Jessica:

It makes no sense, Chris! How does someone who doesn’t believe in science build a rocket
that depends on scientific principles to function? And how does he explain the photos of
Earth that have been taken from space – that clearly show that it’s round?

Chris:

He questions everything!

Jessica:

Apparently he does… He has said that these images of the Earth are fake -- just computer
animation. He’s also called astronauts “paid actors...”

Chris:

See?!

Jessica:

I don’t believe it for one minute. This MUST be a publicity stunt… or it could be that he said
he believed the Earth is flat just to raise money for the rocket. Apparently, he tried raising
money two years ago, before his flat-Earth “conversion…” and he didn’t raise much of
anything.
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