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Episode #12. Prince Harry and Meghan Markle announce engagement
Prince Harry, a grandson of Queen Elizabeth II and fifth in line to the British throne, is engaged to
American actress Meghan Markle, the royal family announced on Monday. The prince, 33, and Markle,
36, will marry in the spring, according to a statement.
The prince and his fiancée met through mutual friends in July 2016. Like Harry, Markle is heavily involved
in charitable causes, including advocacy for women’s rights and clean water in impoverished
communities. Markle is biracial -- the daughter of an African American mother and a white father -- and
divorced, having ended her first marriage to an American film producer in 2013. She will be baptized into
the Church of England and become a British citizen before the wedding.
The ceremony will happen at St. George's Chapel in Windsor Castle next May, though a specific date has
not been set. The couple will live at Nottingham Cottage on the grounds of Kensington Palace, and is
expected to be known as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex after the wedding.
Chris:

Remember the movie “The King’s Speech,” Jessica? Edward VIII was forbidden to marry his
divorced American girlfriend and remain king, so he gave up the throne. Times have
certainly changed for the royals!

Jessica:

Yes, they have. Even just a few decades ago, the idea of a prince marrying someone who is
divorced, American, and biracial would have been completely unimaginable.

Chris:

It’s good to see that the royal family will look a little bit more like ordinary people. But my
question is: What difference will it really make for Britain?

Jessica:

What do you mean?

Chris:

Around twice as many black people in Britain are unemployed compared to white people. Not
only that, the average black college graduate earns almost a quarter less than the average
white non-college educated worker. And black people in Britain are NINE TIMES as likely to
be in prison than white people! That’s a bigger imbalance than here in the United States!

Jessica:

How do you know all this?

Chris:

I read it! I got curious after I heard about the royal engagement. So many people have been
saying what a big change it will be to have someone of mixed race in the royal family. So I
started to wonder what things are like for ordinary Brits.

Jessica:

It’s true that this wedding won’t change things overnight. But having someone like Meghan
Markle in such a prominent position could be a start, right?

Chris:

Of course. I would just like to see the royals bring more attention to inequality in their
society. There’s no denying that they do a lot of good work around the world. But it would be
great to see this new royal couple become a strong voice for change at home.
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